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A0 Bzd time in W.E. —— ths Great Depression —— Watsonvills
riob —— widespread prejudice against Filipinos —— came
o Empress oc=san liner and landed in Vancouvsr ——
Dought car and started driving down thes coast —— father

]

liked Washington and the Universzity of dashington and

decided to buy a8 houss there —— when ocwner discoversad

fiz wite was Filipina and hs was from Fhilippines they

w=re ot R/ =d to puwrchase houss —— father decidsd to
iately to Fhilippines

471 Father wss retived and worked for Goodyvear tires in
Marnila and then fully ratirsd and brought family fo
California in 1933
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INTERVIEWER: AMY

INTERVIEW SUMMARY
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Grandparents (maternal) —--— grandmother from
storekeeper’s family in northern Fhilippines —-
grandfather from prominent family —— story of
grandparents courtship —— grandfather was studying to
be friar and met grandmother at family’s store —— she
was 13 and he fell in love with her —— he left the
church and married her —-— grandmother had ten
children —— elder children lived with maiden aunts
because grandmother was too young to take care of all
of them :

Helen®s mother lived with spinster aunt who was devout
catholic —— mother religious —— religion among Helen’s
siblings —— father was Fresbyterian —— siblings had
double exposure and choice to attend church —-— Helen
went to father®s church —— she liked the singing of
hymns and church library with Bobsy Twins, and
excursions —— four siblings became staunch Catholics —-
two were protestant —— Helen is eclectic and identifies
as a "non practicing Catholic"

Great Depression did not affect family —— although it
did deeply affect her husband Bill's family —— Great
Depression did affect first wave Filipino laborers and
it led to discrimination since Jjobs were so scarce ——
compared to today®s recession

Ties maintained with Philippines after immigration to
California —— letters —— school reunions —— Helen
returned to her mother™s home and family svery 2 years
atter she was married —— she took her sons and husband
there too and toured the country —— sailing on brother-
in-law’s boats —— today® s unrest makes such a trip
prohibitive —— rediscovery of her heritage

Cultural dances and songs depicting diversity of
cultures in Fhilippines —— gestures in dance —-—
anscdote sbout "training" vs. "educating" teachers ——
1954 Shrimne Auditorium Filipino dance performance was
inspiration for Helen —-- beginning of rekindled pride
in filipino roots for He=len

Traditional expectations of Filipino women —-—

egalitarian values —— "women control purse strings, but
men are bosses" —— Spanish colonization put women
down —— Americans restored some privileges (continued

orn side RB)

END OF TAFE 2, SIDE A
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f women in Fhilippines {(continusd) —— women

gainsd suffrags —— sstablished ocwn university which was
seed of cultural revival of dance —— First zuch

university in Asia —- Helesn received "Woman Warrior"
award from Aszian Facific Women’s Network —— 1st woman
president in Asia today

World War 11 supsrisnce —— marrisd August 1931 during
this tims —— taught school during war —— drills at
zohool for air railds - war impacted family in 1543 ——
2ill had disability and did nob go to war but taught
industrial arts for school district —— Eill tasught
walding and riveting —— Helen pregnant wiith first son,
Billy —— Jorocsd preEgnancy leave from tesching for &
months

Helen did not enldoy staving at homs and wantsd to
participats —— Husband worksed midnight shift with
Hmbhlshen Ztessl st the harbor —— Helen’s childhy
frisnd, Lilly, lived with them too —— Eill got

tmster for weldsrs —— many womsn wesrs wsldsrs -
sncouwransd Helsn to bdoin his class —— womsn wel
includesd black and latino womsn —— Heslasn sniovs
welding —— prozess of welding was an artk

Hzlesn did mobt rshoarn Lo 1 -
—- kept her Job as a welder
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Fresent plans and goals —— expand to larger space for
library and museum to promote the Filipino American
culture —— people are unaware of contributions —— L.A.
encompasses great diversity and provides a good place
to learn about other cultures, including filipinos

newspaper articles —— relationship between ethnic
groups —— part of Helen®s collection includes cross-—
cultural themes

END OF INTERVIEW
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PART I -- 7/2/93
Tape 1, Side A (CORRESPONDS TO DAT TAPE 1)

HB: 187 It was only in 1933 when he was retired that he decided
that the rest of the children would go with the family to the
States and settle there so that the children could finish their
education at colleges here.

AK: So education was very much a motivating force in your
family?

HB: Not only in the family, in the culture of the Philippines
education is very highly valued. 1In fact that's why Filipinos
came to the United States because they felt, you know, that this
is where they could get the kind of education that would enable
them to succeed in life and actually go back to the Philippines
and have a good job and a good life over there. And the American
teachers actually encouraged Filipinos to -- those that they felt
had the potential to come to the United States to better their
education, their English and so forth. And of course it turned
to be an all together different kind of experience for the early
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Filipinos who were not the ones that were necessarily motivated
like I've described by the teachers and others because of
education to come to the U.S. It was the American industry, the
agricultural industries, in sugar primarily, that motivated the
United States to recruit the Filipinos to come in the -- first to
Hawaii to work in the fields, sugar cane and other products, and
later on to the west coast. So they were the ones that followed
the Chinese and the Japanese as they were ousted. (AK: They
shut down immigration and they would open it up for different
groups?)

221 And since the United States was colonizing the Philippines
they were classified as "Nationals" so that they could come in
large numbers.

AK: And what years were this?
HB: Essentially most of the 1920s. 225
***BREAK** *

305
HB: My upbringing in the islands was very Western. SO that when
I first came to the States that was a problem for me because that
was my orientation, yet, it wasn't that way in my relationships
with other Americans here. By that I mean, they would look at me
-- now remember this was 16 yvears old (laughs) and I was very
sensitive -- And there weren't a lot of Filipinos in the cities
where we had bought our house and were growing up. Filipinos at
that time were out in the fields. The bulk of them, laborers and
things. And there weren't the kind of middle class, upper class
Filipinos that we see here today. So that with this Western kind
of emphasis growing up in the Philippines and coming here I
thought everything would be just the same, you know. But it
wasn't.

324 T was at first relating to peers with my same age.
Wwe'd have parties and sometimes we'd have slumber parties and T
remember we would be talking, sharing experiences. And, well,
you know, "Where were you born?" (laughs) and they'd say,
"Illinois," or they'd say, "California," or whatever. And 1I'd
say I was from the Philippines and well, that would start the
frowns, you know. "Where was that?" you know, "Where was that?"
And I said, "well, it's out there near China." (laughs) "Oh, oh
yeah." Or "Was it near Hawaii?" "No a little bit further than
that." "oh, is that right?" So they'd look at me and they'd
say, "Well, did you go to school there?" And I said, "Oh yes! I
went to school like you went to over here." "Did you live in a
house?" Well that kind of thing, you know. Also, they'd say,
"Helen," when they'd ask, you know, "Where are you from? You
seem to be (oh how shall I say it?). . . You seem to be like us
but there's something different about you." And so I began to
say hey -- that isn't the right thing to say to get along here.
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So I'd fabricate (laughs). I'd say I was from Hawaii, you know,
or Czechoslovakia or whatever I thought of saying, you know.

AK: Did you have sort of back up information?

HB: They wouldn't say, "Oh where's that?" They wouldn't say
that.
354

***BREAK***

396

HB: So we came over and that was the time that was pretty bad
here in the U.S. We didn't feel it as with our group in the
Islands. There was the beginning of the recession and also a lot
of the discrimination against the Filipinos -- the Watsonville
Riots and everything. And there were a lot of Filipinos in
wWwashington where we first (AK: Did you come by boat?) Yeah,
there weren't any airplanes at that time. It took us a month
when we traveled in that time. We traveled on the Empress Liners
and they docked in Vancouver and so we bought a car and started
driving down. And we -- in Washington, in Seattle, my dad liked
it a lot over there and he visited the University of Washington
and he thought, "Gee that would be nice for the kids," you know.
So he decided to buy this house that was kind of close to there.
But when they learned in questioning his -- oh, the usual blanks
to fill out -- he's from the Philippines, his wife's from the
Philippines. They wouldn't let him buy the house because real
estate laws were against any people of color at that time. You
couldn't buy property, sometimes you couldn't go to school,
couldn't get married. So, and then he'd be reading all these
things so he was really upset. He says, "I'm not going to come
back to the U.S. Let's go back home." So we went back.

AK: So you didn't come back down to California at that time.
You just went to Washington and went back?

HB: Right. It was a very short stay. 430

* % *BREAK* * %
Tape 1, Side B

133

HB: So he called and then we started dating. And I was
impressed because he had so many things that he liked to talk
about that I kind of liked. And he liked to go on long drives.
And he always had a flashlight, and if it started to get dark

he'd always -- if something interested him he want to flash the
flash light. And so I said, "Hey, he's kind of interesting," you
know (laughs). But in six months we were married. And we

couldn't get our license to marry here. (AK: What happened?)
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Well, we went to apply for our license to get married and again,
the same old thing. You know, "Where were you born?" "Manila"
"Do you have any Filipino blood?" "Yes. My mother's Filipino.™"
Well, they couldn't grant -- They had the anti-miscegenation laws
at that time. Those weren't repealed until 1965.

AK: So what did you have to do?
HB: We went to Boulder City Nevada and got married over there.
AK: 1Is that where most people went from L.A.?

HB: I don't know. I never made a study, but anybody of color,
or any color in their background, they had to leave and get
married someplace else. All of us married outside of california.

AK: Your siblings?
HB: Yes. 153
* % *BREAK* * %

219
AK: When did you begin to identify yourself as being Filipino?

HB: Yeah, O0.K. That's an interesting thing too. O0O.K. When I
finished college and was teaching I would sometimes be assigned
to a school where there were lots of Blacks in the neighborhoeod.
Because the Blacks were beginning to expand from in the 40s, you
know, where Watts was a small enclave, or it was down there.

They were beginning to move outward and that was also the time
when the Black Panthers and the Black Empowerment movements were
taking place and there were all these lectures about the Blacks
being discriminated [against] and they were having these
community meetings about Black power and the fist (AK: Like in
the early 60s?) Yeah. And I was very much interested in hearing
that, you know. But I wasn't saying anything necessarily. I was
just absorbing what they were saying, you know. "Oh that's kind
of interesting, that's interesting, I wonder why?" You Know,
that kind of stuff.

Well the Chicanos started in on theirs. And of course part
of that Chicano Movement was centered around the L.A. City
schools. sSal Castro, I don't know if you remember that name or
not? He was quite a student leader and you know, they had these
student strikes against the schools. They weren't teaching
identity and stuff like that. And Sal Castro is now a teacher at
Belmont High School. And so they were -- the Chicanos were
joining the Blacks, although they were different. There were
differences in their culture and things, there were commonalities
in terms of the discrimination and all of that stuff. And so I
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was working in one of the, doing some of that social work,
working with groups of kids, some of whom were groups of
Filipinos because the Filipinos were beginning to come in greater
numbers now, after World war II. You know, that's when the women
starting coming, you know. And SO naturally, you know families
were there and so I was beginning to see more Filipino kids
coming in the schools. And I was getting acquainted with their
families. And then more of my family was also coming over. We
were beginning to talk about, you know, what was happening.

Well, Roy Morales was working for a social agency in the
same school area where I was practicing and working with troubled
kids. He was working in any agency with troubled kids. And T
got acquainted with him because they had come to, not him, but
his agency, had come to the schools and asked for referrals of
groups of kids who were troublesome and had problems at school
and that kind of thing. So I was invited to be on the board of
this particular agency which was called the Neighborhood Youth
Association. So I went over and noticed this brown colored guy
(laughs) social worker. "I bet he's a Filipino." And that was
Roy (laughs), and so we became acquainted and T made several
referrals, you know, to the agency. Not only, well a few
Filipino kids, usually they were kid of quiet. You know, the
troubled kids weren't only the misbehaving kids and the truant
kids. We recognized kids who were very quiet, kids who didn't
talk much and teachers got upset about because they wouldn't
answer questions and things like that. 289 Well, that fit the
mold of the Filipino kid, you know. So anyway, so Roy and I
became great friends, you know, because of this commonality. So
we followed each others career, all through the years. So he was
getting involved with other Asians too. Because more Asians were
beginning to come.

We as a group were hearing the Blacks talk about their
experiences. We Asians began to hear about the Chicanos and we
were saying to ourselves, "Hey, you know, we feel the same way.
They're saying things that we feel that have never been
expressed." And I heard some things there, "Hey that's right."
Remember I told you I didn't relate very well. I was very lonely
and lonesome because I was internalizing all this stuff instead
of , you know, speaking out and that kind of thing.

So there was a Japanese fellow, I forgot his name now. And
he was in the County Human Relations Department. And he called
on Roy and some other social workers working in the agencies to
form a position pPaper under the auspices of the Office of Human
Relations to begin to identify issues impacting the Asian Pacific
community. So he asked Roy to get some people together to talk
about this. And he asked me if I wanted to be part of that
group. And I said, "Oh, yeah. That sounds very interesting."

So we got a group together and we got a hold of, I think it was
Harry Kitano, at UCLA who Was in the School of Social Work at
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that time, or School of Social Welfare, or Social Psychology, or
whatever. So we identified each of the different Asian groups:
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Pacific Islander, Filipino. And SO we
in the Filipino group, each one of us, in committee wrote the
position paper. That was in the late 60s. And that came to be
known as Asians Coming Together, ACT I, and then there was an ACT
ITI and then there was an ACT ITTI.

And then, the young students were getting involved and
interested in the high schools and things. And there were
organizations like Yellow Brotherhood, you know. And they were
bringing out the fact that there were suicides occurring among
young Japanese. There were Japanese girls running away from
home, becoming Pregnant and things. And so we were speaking out
about those issues among ourselves, trying to involve the
families. Aand the families said, "No, no, we don't want any of
that. We are families. We will take care of it," you know, kind
of thing. But it was too big a problem for families to take care
of. So we became a group speaking out just along the model of
the Blacks and the Chicanos. And so we had this so-called
Asian --

AK: Did you have rallies or what kind of --

HB: Rallies, people would get up and talk. we organized and the
University started talking about, you know, getting an Asian
Studies Center along with Blacks and the Chicanos, and the
Indians, by the way. And so, I would go out. I was no longer
the withdrawn shy type (AK: the little girl) (laughs) speaking

out. I was volunteering, you know. (AK: You would get up there
and give a speech and things?) Yeah, I'd say, "Hey, I have
something to say. I want to say this." And 1'@ say == And so,

because of my work in this, they didn't call us social workers in
the district, but I was identified as a social worker in the
social work community because I was getting my training from
trained social workers. But the district never identified us as
social workers, they called us -- Oh, I've been called a truant
officer, I've called a child welfare worker, I've been called an
attendance worker, but finally towards the Years when I was

AK: How did other groups perceive this movement? Other groups
of people? How was this group perceived?

HB: 380 Well, it was perceived as something that had some
identity with the others so that today what's happening, we're
having coalition groups, you know, within the context of
multiculturalism. We have common issues, but yet in a wWay we are
different so what we want to say -- We want to retain our
differences, but at the same time there are certain
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commonalities, that were all the same, which is the concept of
multiculturalism. So what's happening now in the schools, that's
what they're focusing on. And that's when the library, the
Filipino American library, because along with this concept
developing Filipinos have recognized, "Hey, you know, we've been
too quiet in the past. we've been letting people identify who we
are, giving us our names." That's where the thing comes about
whether to call ourselves Filipinos with an F or Pilipino with
the P. (AK: o0Oh, could you explain that?) (laughs)

Well, so as Filipinos have learned more about their own
history, about the long years of colonization by Spain, and other
western countries and then the colonization by the United States,
they have given us what our identity is. "Little brown
brothers," you know, who couldn't govern themselves so we had to
establish the kind of government that they should have, you know.
And the Spaniards saying, "Hey you're Filipino name is too hard
for us to pronounce and too hard for us to remember, so we're
going to give you another name." And so that's why Filipinos
were given all these Spanish surnames, you know. And then they
gave us our name: Filipinos with an F. And we didn't even have
an F in our alphabet, see? And they're defining who we are and
everything. So the students with the socially conscious
leadership were beginning to say, "Hey, you know, if we don't do
anything, you know, they'll continue saying who we are. And
we're not telling them really who we are." And so to heck with
this F business, you know. We're going to use Pilipino, because
that's more consistent with really who we are, within our
alphabet and that kind of thing. So that's how largely the young
students and the leadership have now been calling ourselves
Pilipino. 1It's the same thing as the Hispanics who are third,
fourth generation who've grown up here and they know nothing
about Mexico and they wouldn't know how to live in Mexico. And
so they call themselves Chicano, the more, well it's the same
thing, the change of Filipino to Pilipino. But we don't
downgrade people who want to -- in terms of the historical sense,
say why change it? We were called Filipinos. Why not, we're
Filipinos. So we don't quarrel with that, you know, if they want
to do that, go ahead.

So that's the basis of that thing and so today what's
happening now, instead of this regionalism that's been
transferred from the Philippines here to the United States where
the social structure here in the United States is based on where
you came from. (AK: Really?) So you have your Ilocano fiestas,
you had your Visayan fiestas, you have your fiestas of the
Muslims from Mindanao. So now, what they're doing is to begin to
think in terms of -- Yes, we are from different regions of the
islands, but still we're from the Philippines. And so if we're
going to have more of a part of this country here in the United
States -- We're making it our home. We want to be a part of
this, you know, we have to make our part known too. 1It's not
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assimilation, it's more of an acculturation. So we keep our
differences as Filipino, but we also become a part of the United
States. This is the Philippine culture contributing to this
society. So as a result of that we're getting more involved.
How are we going to do that? How are we going to empower
ourselves so that we can be felt as a part of this country? So
the empowerment is coming politically now. More Filipinos are
realizing the power of politics, to get involved because after
all, that's where the decisions are being made. We're getting
some being elected now in different parts of the country and to
the different governing bodies -- The councils -- and Hawaii has
an assistant governor in Hawaii, for example. In the school
system more teachers are feeling that they can be more than
teachers, you know, empower themselves by becoming middle
management. We've had some being appointed now. And so as they
are they're inculcating into the district in the curriculum
things regarding to our contributions to the U.S. The farmers
that grew the crops, that feed the nation when the other men went
to war, and things like that. And so, that's what's happening
right now.

AK: I'm going to pause here for just a second.

512 End of interview, part I
*****************************************************************

PART II -- INTERVIEW WITH HELEN BROWN
7/9/93

TAPE 2, SIDE A (CORRESPONDS TO DAT TAPE 2)
165
AK: What did your family do for leisure?

HB: Well, I think -- My memory is it wasn't so much going out as
it was staying at home. We lived on an acre of land. We were
kind of isolated. It was undeveloped land at that time, which is
now west Arcadia. It's not too far from where the race track

is -- not anywhere near like it is here. So lots of our
activities were at home with my brothers and my sister. And I
loved -- That's where I started liking, you know, gardening and
taking care of pets. And I used to earn extra money by raising
chickens (laughs). And we had goats. That's my early memory of,
you know, of what we did. I don't remember going out to too many
places at all.

AK: That must have been very different from your life in the
Philippines too. Kind of back to the land [here]--

HB: -- Well, yeah. 1In the Philippines you had a lot of family
around and everybody was the same. I mean we liked to do the
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same things. We liked going to the ocean. We lived kind of near
Manilla Bay. After school we'd go the Y, you know. And our
interests were the same, you know. And there was nothing
different between us because too we were all, with the groups
that I went with -- were more or less comfortable families.

And I'd compare this with the children who were very low
income. They didn't live in the city. They lived kind of on the
border and they called them the little barrios. And I used to --
and that was another thing when I was a kid =-- We used to have a
large yard and gardeners would come and take care of the yard --
throw the wood and trash and stuff behind big bamboo trees over
the fence. And I used to get acquainted with the little children
who used to come over there and search for wood and throw away
things. And they lived across the field in what we called the
little barrio with the typical nipa hut that was up on stilts,
you know, to keep it from getting wet during the storms. So I
used to be friends with these little children. And I enjoyed it,
you know, my mother, or the family, would not allow us to go
outside the fence. Well, I guess that was -- I'm thinking maybe
that was the time when I started rebelling (laughs) -- being an
activist. Because I'd sneak out the fence and play with them,
you know. And there -- And that thought just came into my mind.
And there was a big field, you know, in the back. And then there
was a railroad and you'd look across the big river which was
called the Pasig River and on the other side was the palace of
the governors -- Malacanang Palace they called it -- in the
distance. And in between there, there was this little village of
nipa houses and things where these little kids lived. And so I
used to get wood from the house and stuff, you know, and go out
there and give it to them. I used to go out and play with them.

The caribous, you know the, the caribous would be in those
fields because they are the beast of burden, is that what you
call for the farmers? -- and they didn't have any sweat glands.
They're not like the ones you see in India, you know with the
hump. So these caribous would have to eventually dig their own
round pond. And of course with the frequent rains there would be
water in there and the caribou would come and immerse themselves
in there. And we used to watch them and whatnot. And when they
weren't there, especially during the rainy season, why the frogs
would come and of course they would have these tadpoles all over
the place. And the kids and I would catch those tadpoles. And I

still remember -- I would be bare foot -- Am I going out of the -
-(AK: You're doing fine.) I would go out there barefoot with
these kids -- they were barefoot. And I can still feel that mud

oozing through my toes. It was a very nice feeling. I loved it,
you Know.

well anyway, we became so well acquainted they took me to
visit their house and it seemed like their father -- and you had
to climb up a bamboo ladder to get up to the first floor. And it
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was one all big room with bamboo slats for the floor because
everybody slept on the floor at night. And the kitchen was one
part of the house and so forth. So it turned out that the father
of this one particular family was a box maker. And that's how --
one way he made his living. He made these jewelry boxes. And
they were made in the form of a book. Here comes the books now
(laughs). Well, anyway, you know these old fashioned covers that
you see on books that are old -- for the inside cover. They were
all covered with that kind of paper and you open it up and it was
a jewelry box, kind of. Or a box that you could keep keepsakes
in. So I was given some of those to take home. And I know that
was a big thing for them to do. But I always remember that and I
brought it over with me when we came over, but unfortunately I
don't know what happened to it. I wish that I had it, but anyway
so those are some of the kind of fun things, you know, we kind of
did when we were kids. 267

%* % *BREAK** *

464
AK: What ties did you maintain with the Philippines after you
had come here?

HB: Well, of course there were letters coming all the time. My
mother would get letters from the family. And I'd get letters
from my schoolmates that would still be there. By the way, most
of them are here now. In fact, we have reunions of the school
where we went every other year. I'm going to one in October this
year in Daytona Beach. So, but because of the large family of my
mother's and the good times we had there, in fact it's only just
recently that I haven't been back to the islands. Usually after
I was married after finishing school -- on the average I would go
back for a vacation for a least a month every two years. And I
wouldn't stay too much in Manilla because Manilla's so much like
any other western city. But I'd just love to go back to my
mother's place and that's where you'd really get, feel the
hospitality of the people. And their sincere joy in being
together again, enjoying the conversation and the food and the
picnics and the swimming and so forth and so on. Eating the
native fruits (laughs) -- no more, no more thinking that the
oranges and apples are the greatest. Go back there and enjoy the
mango and the chico and the camachili and santol and the duhat --
delicious. I hope to take you there someday, maybe. (AK: I
would love to go.) So I keep a very close relationship in fact,
Bill and I have been back together there at least three times.

And one time we took the whole family there -- all the four
boys and Bill and myself. I think it was during one of my
sabbaticals. When I was growing up there, the only part of the
Philippines that I knew was from Manilla which was located by
Manilla Bay which is about half, about half the length of the big
island called Luzon. And a day's trip by bus to the northern
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part of that island which is Lacag, my mother's place, via
Baguio, which most of the western world knows about because it's
up in the mountains and it's cool and that's where a lot of the
government officials and foreign-borns would go for their
vacations. That was about the only place in the Philippines that
I knew. But then when I went back after being married with my
four kids. We went all over the Philippines and I enjoyed that
with my own family.

And my sister that I mentioned before, remained in the
Philippines because she got married. 532 Her husband was in the
shipping business so during those trips we were able to use the
company ships to go sailing all through the islands. And not
only the ships, but different places in the islands, they would
have their company houses complete with housekeeping facilities,
servants, and even a car and a chauffeur. So we really travelled
all over those islands and I'm so happy that my family really had
this opportunity, because today you couldn't do that same thing
because of the unrest, you know in the Highlands, so that even
created even stronger feeling for my identification with the
Philippines and being part Filipino. This is my heritage. (AK:
This experience of going back, yes?) 556

Going back and then the culture depicted in the dances and
the music which has flourished since I left has become so rich
that when I saw that Bayanihan, which is called the
comprehensive, comprehensive isn't the word I'd choose but it's
close enough, shows all the dances and the songs that shows and
depicts the diversity of the Filipino people, in terms of their
languages, SO many languages, their dress is so different, so
diversified, their actions, even their dance actions. Up in the
northern where they're very saving and -- their dances would be
like this (gestures) where they would hold their fist like this
(gestures with closed fist) because they're so tight with their
money, you know (laughs) (AK: They hold their fist straight up)
In the middle Philippines its a little bit more open (gestures)
(AK: The hands are little more open.) But then in the Visayan
islands, further south, they're very happy and carefree and their
hands are all like this, you know (gesturing with open hands) .
588

¥ % *BREAK* * %

611 And anyway I saw this for this first time at the sShrine
Auditorium in 1954 when a dance troupe called the Bayanihan came
to perform. And I hadn't gotten to the time when I was visiting
back in the islands regularly, this every two years like I was
saying, but -- So I read in the papers about this dance troupe
coming from the Philippines to perform. I said, "I wonder what
that is?" So I went over to see it and I'm telling you, Amy,
this was the most beautiful presentation that I've ever seen, you
know. It was coming from, traveling from the Philippines to
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Europe. I forget whether it was Belgium or where Sol Hurok saw
it performed and invited the team to come to the States to
perform. And it was all this Philippine music with all the
dances and costumes and everything. It was just beautiful. And
I said, "Hey, you know what, that's part of me." And that was
really the beginning of my pride in being, you know, who I was.
And I still remember going home and telling Bill all about this.
And since then I've become very good friends with this, they now
call her Tita Betty, it's kind of a nickname for her. 647

* **BREAK* % %

AK: 662 I wanted to ask you what the traditional expectations
for Filipino women were and did your family have certain
expectations for you?

HB: 668 The Filipino women VvVery early even before the time of
the Spaniards -- they were very egalitarian in their
relationships with others. They had more or less an equal
division of labor, the men, sometimes the women would, you know,
go hunting or whatever and the men would stay with the kids or
else it would be changed around but, and so -- However, they
shared things, and this is what I've heard from others who have
researched all this and whatnot. and we're very proud of the
fact that even after the spanish and the American -- When those
colonization periods ended it wasn't very long before the women
again, regained their position. The men would usually laugh, you
know and say, "Yeah, the women -- they control the purse strings,
you know... (inaudible) but I'm the boss of the family." That's
the joke that goes around. 710

x%% BREAK ***
TAPE 2, SIDE B

064 ... And I didn't like staying home, you know (laughs). And
all of these things were happening all around me, you know. Men
were leaving, women were wondering what to do and women were

going into airplanes -- becoming airplane =-- Rosie-the-riveter
kind of thing. And I told Bill, I said, "Bill I wish there was
something that I could do." And so I had a friend of mine who

was staying with me at the time. She grew up with me in the
Philippines, Lillie Barcus, she's still around but she lives up
in Idaho. And so, and then Bill -- besides his teaching was also
working a midnight shift at Bethlehem Steel, you know on the
harbor. Well, while doing that he got this job to -- later on in
143 -- to do the test lab, to test welders that were needed to
build the ships because the U.S. was caught way behind in their
shipping and airplane. and they needed welders like mad and most
of the men were gone, Yyou know, to work. And so the call went
out to train the women to do riveting and welding. And Bill was
teaching this, he was also assigned to Banning High School
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because he was in Industrial Arts. And so he would come home and
he would tell me the stories of these women coming, you Know, and
learning how to weld and they were having a good time. And he
says, "By the way, would you like to learn to weld?" (laughs)

And I said, "To weld?" (laughs) And he says, "vyeah, as long as
I'm teaching there, why don't you come with me and Lillie can
watch Billy." And so, "Well, O.K. Let's see what happens."

And when I started learning welding, boy, there were Black
women and Hispanic women. And I remember one old Filipino man
was there also teaching. When we would have a rest period for
lunch, he says, "Time to eat, time to eat"” (imitating Filipino
accent). And we'd all have fun, you know, like this. And so I
really enjoyed that welding. To me it was kind of like an art
because you had to get these pieces of steel and you had to learn
how to weld those two pieces together. And then later on you had
to know how to weld an upright -- That was called vertical
welding. And then you had to learn how to do it above, you know
this way (gesturing above her head), but you had to wear these
hoods, you know, with the glass. Boy, did my eyes get burned the
first few times. They were really painful. Sometimes it was
worse than a child birth, when you get your eyes. Because you're
not quite used to it and sometimes that spark light would leak
through the hood. Well, anyway, Yyou get used to controlling all
of that. But what I enjoyed in terms of the art was -- you had
to control that rod, you know, in terms of when to increase the
heat, when to reduce it, you know, kind of like this (gestures) .
aAnd then the beads, you call those beads where the melted steel
that you would form to form the bonding of those pieces of
steel -- made beautiful designs. And I still remember that and I
thought it was really a great art. But anyhow -- (AK: Was this
for the ship yards?) 122

For Cal Ship -- was where I eventually went to work. But we
learned to weld under the L.A. ¢city schools at Banning High
sSchool where Bill was an industrial teacher. And then when he
thought that you were ready to go for your test to see if you
could pass the welding test, and then, vou know be hired by Cal
ship. So I took my test and I was able to pass. You had to pass
the three positions. And so I was able to pass and so that's how
I got to weld. In the meantime, I had gotten acquainted with the
others -- the Blacks and the Hispanics and so I went to work with
many of them in the shipyard. And I was assigned to weld the
sides of the ships -- they were called the bulk heads of the
ships, these Liberty ships -- later called the Victory ships.

And I remember telling you I saw this article in the paper where
one of these ships was now being used as a tourist ship between
san Pedro and Catalina. Well, anyway, and these ships were used
for the landing ships and I was soO interested because some of
them were used to land the troops or the marines in the
Philippines as well as the other islands.
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And anyway, (AK: Were there mostly women welding?) Oh
yeah. They were mostly all women. And that, we used to work on
what they call the skids which were floors really that were held
upright, you know. They'd place these slabs of steel and as soon
as another ship was ready to get these bulk heads then we were
busy. But sometimes in between we didn't have any work to do and
we'd -- the men -- Theire was always a man that was always the
leader (laughs) -- the head man -- He didn't want to loose his
team when he got used to them, you know. So if any other lead
man, maybe there would be some who would be welding the interior
of the ships or something like that. If they thought that you
weren't busy they could take you and go and work for him. So
when they weren't busy, they'd be walking through the shipyard
and if they'd see somebody not working they'd would get them. So
our lead man would always shove us under the ship so they
couldn't see us, you know, if they came by and saw that we were
waiting for some sheets of steel to come. Because he didn't want
to loose us because he was experienced and we were experienced
with him and knew exactly what to do.

So while we were under there, we women would be talking with
each other. And there were all kinds of women, there was even
one flapper, (laughs) kind of, young thing, you know, that she'd
make us all laugh with all of her adventures, you know. Because
I worked on the swing shift, Bill worked on the graveyard shift
and Lillie, my friend, worked on the day shift so we'd always
have somebody to take care of little Billy. (AK: Wow.) 176 So
we'd be talking and so -- one of the things, so =-- We'd get
serious too. And the thing that was serious was they didn't have
-- the women didn't have places to babysit their kids, you know.
And so what should we do? Well of course I was kind of
interested in that because of my work in school where I had
learned so many times that kids were not in school because they

were taking care of -- And so we talked about that, and so what
we decided that -- we had friends in the other shifts too. And
so we decided we'd talk -- I'd told them about my experience

having, although that was within my family -- but maybe you have
friends that might be working different shifts. And maybe you
could trade off, you know. And so that really worked. And I
always attribute that to the first time for babysitting, for
child care. Because we didn't have that before but that seed was
planted there. And it's interesting because many years after the
war we started the Head Start program, exactly that same kind of
a concept, you know. And then also, I know that was the
beginning of women's empowerment because it was the first time
that women of color really had the chance to earn a good living,
because the pay was very good. And enjoy themselves, and they

learned this skill. First time they were out of their homes, you
know.

AK: How did you feel? How did it make you feel?
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HB: 199 Made me feel? Oh, I enjoyed it. I really did. It
seems like that's the kind of thing that I kind of like to do. I
think I've kind of followed that all along.

* % % BREAK * % %
248

AK: Can you tell me about PARRAL, the library, and how that came
to be?

HB: Well, yeah, 0.K. 1I've been a collector all my life and it
seemed like I could never throw anything away that had any
relationship to what I was doing that I enjoyed. It seemed as if
I didn't want to forget. So I was always keeping things. And
Bill was the same way. We had different interests. But, you
know, he was into keeping records of real estate of travel and
things like that. So this kept piling up. I even brought stuff
from the Philippines =-- some of my Dad's stuff too. Because he
was a collector too (laughs). Well anyway, it was his scrap book
of some of his experience in teaching in the Philippines -- So
that when I was High School getting ready to graduate I said, "I
have to make my own scrap book." So I did a scrap book and kept
things, took pictures. Well, it seemed that that just grew and
grew and grew and finally after several years after retirement
Bill said, "What are going to do with all of this stuff here in
the house?" And so, "Are we going to throw it away?" "Oh, no I
can't throw this stuff. That's my life." (laughing)

And so by that time I all ready knew Roy. I don't know if I
told you about my meeting with Roy? (AK: You did) And I was
sharing this with him and he says, "Well, Helen, you know what?"
And I says, "Do you know of any place, storage or whatever?" And
he says, "Well, you know our church has a place in the basement
of the church and it's nothing but a store room where we just
dump stuff into it, but you know I have an idea. Why don't you
go look at it and see what you think about it?"

So I went over there and like that article said, it was a
"sliver of a room." (That JQ is really -- I enjoyed his
interview) Well anyway, it looked all right to me so I brought
Bill over, he looked at it. He said, "Oh, I think so." So he
was very good -- he not only was interested in -- his mother was
a teacher by the way -- He was not only very intellectual, he was
also very good with his hands and he was very earthy and
interested in many things. And so he and the four boys all came
down and we cleared it out, you know, cleaned it up, painted it,
built the shelves and began to fill it up (laughs). It really
wasn't a library of the church. It was that they donated the
room. They didn't ask us for any compensation. Well, in the
first place they couldn't because that's part of the tax thing
about the church, that they can't charge things. So that's how
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we've kept it up. (AK: What year was this Helen?) I think it
was in 1985.

And so when it was done and ready to be opened I was then
good friends with Jackie Goldberg and she had invited me to talk
to her classes at Cal State Long Beach because she was teaching a
class on library. And I told her about the Filipino collections
and things. And I told her about this library and she was very
much interested and supportive. And so we invited her to be the
keynote speaker when we opened and she cut the red ribbon on the
door. And so ever since then, why we've just gone on. And then

the leadership of the community -- They were largely professors
in the Asian Studies Center as they began to learn about the
library and things. "Why don't we form a foundation?", you know,

and let's get incorporated. And so we worked hard on that and
that's how we got this PANAMA foundation incorporated, it's a
501C non-profit corporation. So that's relatively new --
supports the library -- that's the main goal. Well, they're very
busy people that are on the board so it's really hard to give 100
percent attention to the library, but we're moving little by

little. (AK: What does PARRAL stand for?) Well, PARRAL is the
acronym for Pilipino American Reading Room and Library. PAMANA
stands for -- is a Filipino Tagalog word for heritage. It means

heritage. 336



