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Community to Celebrate 100th Anniversary of 

Jefferson Branch Library, 2211 W. Jefferson Blvd. 

Tues., Nov. 10, 3:30 p.m. 

 

 

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 3, 2015 –  The community is invited to celebrate the 100th 

anniversary of the Jefferson – Vassie D. Wright Branch Library, at 2211 W. Jefferson 

Blvd. on Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 3:30 p.m. 

The event will feature birthday cake, a live animal show with Jungle Geebo, and 

Library Commissioner Josefa Salinas, City Librarian John F. Szabo and other 

dignitaries will be joining the festivities. 

“This library is an essential part of the community,” said Sr. Librarian Karla 

Valdez. “The Jefferson Branch Library has nurtured the neighborhood and adapted to 

the changing landscape and culture of the Jefferson Park community over the past 

century. 

“We want to celebrate with the community – with the patrons who use the library 

for a variety of reasons including job hunting, citizenship assistance, live homework help, 

after-school programs, learning English as a second language, or just finding a good 

book,” she said.  

Listed on the National Registrar of Historic Places for its early 20th century 

Spanish-style architecture, the Jefferson Branch Library opened as a deposit station at 

the Soffel Drug Store, at 2100 W. Jefferson St., around 1912-13.  In November 1915, as 

a result of a community petition, a branch was opened in a rented store in a new 

building at 2065 W. Jefferson St. Heavy community use led the Library Board in 1922 to 

secure the lot at 2211 W. Jefferson St. for the branch library.  Architect C.E. Norenberg 

designed the new building for the Jefferson Branch in a modified Spanish style, and it 

opened to the public in November 1923. 
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From the beginning the library enjoyed heavy usage and by 1929, the book stock 

at the branch had increased 150 percent, making Jefferson one of the 10 busiest 

branch libraries in Los Angeles. In 1945, Vassie D. Wright established the “Our Authors 

Study Club” at the Jefferson Branch. The Club, with Wright’s leadership, sponsored the 

first citywide Negro History Week in February 1949. On May 22, 1984, the Library Board  

passed a resolution to rename the branch “Jefferson Branch - Vassie D. Wright 

Memorial. “Our Authors Study Club still meets at the Jefferson Branch Library the third 

Saturday of every month. 

A 2015 recipient of the nation’s highest honor for library service—the National 

Medal from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the Los Angeles Public 

Library serves the largest and most diverse urban population of any library in the nation. 

Its Central Library, 72 branch libraries, collection of more than 6 million books, state-of-

the-art technology accessible at www.lapl.org, and more than 18,000 public programs a 

year provide everyone with free and easy access to information and the opportunity for 

life-long learning. 

The Jefferson Branch is located in the Tenth Council District represented by 

Councilman Herb J. Wesson, Jr.  
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