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Internet Use Policy

The Los Angeles Public Library makes the Internet accessible in accordance with our mission to
provide free and easy access to information to our diverse communities. Information found on
the Internet is provided by millions of people and organizations from around the world. Not all
information found in the internet is accurate, up-to-date, legal or acceptable to all individuals.
The library does not control information found on the Internet and cannot be held responsible for
its content. Individuals who use the Internet are responsible for evaluating the validity and
appropriateness of the information they access.

In accordance with the federal Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) (Pub. L. 106-554), all
library computers are equipped with filtering software. The software is intended to protect
against access to sites which may reasonably be construed as obscene, as that term is defined
in section 1460 of title 18, United States Code; or child pornography, as that term is defined in
section 2256 of title 18, United States Code; or harmful to minors as defined in section 1703,
Pub. L. 106-544. The Library has implemented filtering software that complies with CIPA
guidelines while providing users the broadest possible access to constitutionally protected
speech and information. The Library cannot and does not guarantee that the filtering software
will block all obscenity, child pornography, or materials that are harmful to minors. Nor can the
Library guarantee that the filtering software will not restrict access to sites that may have
legitimate research or other value. If a website is found to be incorrectly blocked, users may
send the site address to filtering@lapl.org for evaluation. Users who are 18 years of age or older
may disable the filtering software in order to obtain unfiltered Internet access for research or
other lawful purposes.

Responsibilities of Internet Users

All users of electronic information resources such as the Internet are expected to use these
resources in a responsible manner, consistent with the educational and informational purposes
for which they are provided, and following the Library’s Rules of Conduct.

The following are not permissible:

e Using the Library computers or internet connection for any purposes which violate
applicable U.S. or state laws. Users must respect all copyright laws and licensing
agreements pertaining to software, files and other resources obtained via the Internet.

e Destruction, damage, or disruption of equipment, software, or data belonging to the
Library.

e Removal of privacy screens, shutting off computers, and disconnecting any computer
cables.
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e Disruption or interference of network users or services. Such interference or disruption
includes, but is not limited to: distribution of unsolicited advertising, harassment, libeling,
or slandering of others; propagation of computer worms, hacking, or viruses.

e Sending, receiving, or displaying text or graphics which may reasonably be construed as
either child pornography or obscene by community standards.

Violating these guidelines may result in being restricted from using the Library’s online services
for the day; the Library reserves the right to take further appropriate action after repeated
violations.

Internet Safety for Minors

As with other library materials, supervision of a child’s use of the Internet is the responsibility of
a parent or legal guardian. The library has created guides to useful resources for children and
teens that provide information and links to websites designed for these age groups. Although
filtering standards on reservation computers still meet the standards required to comply with
CIPA, the use of reservation computers by minors should be monitored by their parent or legal
guardian as access to content and filtering on reservation computers does not follow the same
standards as those intended for Children’s computers.

To address the issue of the safety and security of minors when using email, chat rooms and
other forms of direct electronic communications, as well as the unauthorized disclosure, use and
dissemination of personal identification information regarding minors, the Library urges minors
to keep in mind the following safety guidelines:

1. Never give out identifying information such as home address, school name, or telephone
number.

2. Let parents or guardians decide whether personal information such as age, marital
status, or financial information should be revealed.

3. Never arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone via the computer without parents' or
guardians' approval.

4. Never respond to messages that are suggestive, obscene, threatening, or make one
uncomfortable.

5. Remember that people online may not be who they say they are.

6. Remember that everything one reads may not be true.
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