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Freedom to View 

The FREEDOM TO VIEW, along with the freedom to speak. to hear. and to read. is protected b, 
the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. In a free society. there is no place for 
censorship of anv medium of expression. Therefore these principles are affirmed: 

• To provide the broadest access to film, video, and other audiovisual materials because the\

are a means for the communication of ideas. Libert\ of circulation is essential to insure the
constitutional guarantee of freedom of expression.

• To protect the confidentialit) of all individuals and institutions using film. video. and other
audiovisual materials.

• To provide film. video. and other audiovisual materials which represent a diversit) of views
and expression. Selection of a work does not constitute or imply agreement with or approval
of the content.

• To provide a diversity of viewpoints without the constraint of labeling or prejudging film,
video. or other audiovisual materials on the basis of the moral. religious, or political beliefs
of the producer or filmmaker or on the basis of controversial content.

• To contest vigorously. by all lawful means. every encroachment upon the public's freedom
to view.

This statement was originall drafted by the Freedom to View Committee of the American Film 
and Video Association (formerly the Educational Film Library Association) and was adopted by 
the AFV A Board of Directors in February 1979-. This statement was updated and approved by the 
AFVA Board of Directors in 1989. 

Endorsed Januarv 10. 1990. by the ALA Council 



SELECTION AND MAINTENANCE OF LIBRARY COLLECTIONS 

1:340 MATERIALS SELECTION POLICY 

PuR.PosE 

The Materials Selection Policy is designed to support the Library's mission to provide free 
and easy access to information, ideas, books, and technology that enrich, educate, and 
empower every individual in our City's diverse communities. The Los Angeles Public 
Library recognizes that the residents of Los Angeles have widely diverse interests, 
backgrounds, cultural heritages, social values, and infom1ation needs. Through proactive 
selection and procurement of resources, Los Angeles Public Library places a strong emphasis on 
accessibility and takes into careful consideration the diverse needs of all patrons. 

This policy is meant to document current collection management policy, further public 
understanding of the purpose, nature, and philosophy behind the library's collection 
management practices, and guide library staff in developing and maintaining the collection. 

POLICY 

Librarv Materials Definition 
"Library materials" include, but are not limited to, print (e.g., books, magazines, 
newspapers, zines), non;.print (e.g., audiobooks, compact discs, DVDs, and paraphernalia), 
and digital formats (e.g., databases, e-books, digital audiobooks, streaming video and 
music, and podcasts.) 

Authority and Selection Responsibility 
Library materials selection is vested in the City Librarian and delegated to professional 
staff members. 

Materials Selection Criteria 
Staff chooses popular, research, and retrospective materials for varying reading and age­
level interests for informational, educational, and entertainment purpo·ses. The collection 
offers patrons a variety of formats, languages, viewpoints, and subjects to provide 
meaningful "mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors"* to the City's diverse communities. 

+ Bishop, Rudine Sims. "Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors." Perspectives: Choosing and Using
Books for the Classroom. v.6 no.3 Summer 1990. Ohio State University.

Although the Library attempts to provide material on every subject and grade level, the 
ability to meet textbook needs of all levels is limited. Textbooks may be selected when they 
are the best or only source of information on the subject and not because a textbook is 
assigned as the school curriculum. 

The general criteria considered in selecting Library materials include: 

• Attention given to the item by reviewers and.general media
• Availability of materials in other libraries or through interlibrary loan
• Budget
• Cost and availability through approved vendors
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Freedom to View 

The FREEDOM TO VIEW, along with the freedom to speak, to hear; and to read, is protected by 
the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. In a free society, there is no place for 
censorship of any medium of expression. Therefore these principles are affirmed: 

• To provide the broadest access to film, video, and other audiovisual materials because they
are a means for the communication of ideas. Liberty of circulation is essential to insure the
constitutional guarantee of freedom of expression.

• To protect the confidentiality of all individuals and institutions using film, video, and other
audiovisual materials.

• To provide film, video, and other audiovisual materials which represent a diversity of views
and expression. Selection of a work does not constitute or imply agreement with or approval
of the content.

• To provide a diversity of viewpoints without the constraint of labeling or prejudging film,
video, or other audiovisual materials on the basis of the moral, religious, or political beliefs
of the producer or filmmaker or on the basis of controversial content.

• To contest vigorously, by all lawful means, every encroachment upon the public's freedom
to view.

This statement was originally drafted by the Freedom to View Committee of the American Film 
and Video Association (formerly the Educational Film Library Association) and was adopted by 
the AFV A Board of Directors in February 1979. This statement was updated and approved by the 
AFV A Board of Directors in 1989. 

Endorsed January 10, 1990, by the ALA Council 




