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Richard J. Riordan Central Library
630 West Fifth Street, Downtown Los Angeles

Hours

Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 	 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  	 For more information call 213.228.7000
Tuesday & Thursday 	 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 	 or go online at www.lapl.org
Sunday & holidays 	  closed



www.lapl.org

Guide to finding library materials in the Central Library
First print out the listing from the online catalog for the materials you want.
Then locate the call number below to find the Subject Departments where they are shelved.
For assistance, please ask staff at any Information Desk.

Call Numbers	 Level	 Subject Department	 Subjects Include

000 - 099	 3	 Literature • Fiction	

100 - 399 (except * below	 -3	 Social Science • Philosophy • Religion

*330 - 334, 336 - 339,
347.1 - 347.4 & 347.7,	 -1	 Business • Economics
368, 380 - 389

400 - 429	 3	 Literature • Fiction

430 - 499	 1	 International Languages

500 -650, 660 - 699	 -2	 Science • Technology • Patents

650 - 659	 -1	 Business • Economics

700 - 799	 2	 Art • Music • Recreation

800 - 899	 3	 Literature • Fiction

900 - 999, 92	 -4	 History • Genealogy

x, xy, xz	 2	 Children’s Literature Department

Fiction, M, SF, W, SS, LT	 3	 Literature • Fiction

S, CH, K, etc.	 1 	 International Languages

All Call Numbers
	 1	 Popular Library

	 2	 Teen’Scape

AUD & CD (Audio Books); VID (Videos); DVDs; magazine and periodicals are found in every Department with other materials relating to the subject.

Report writing, library science, journalism, general reference works (such as encyclopedias and 
Guinness World Records)

Test preparation, philosophy, psychology, religions, occult studies, astrology, political science, law, 
education, etiquette, true crime, parenting

Real estate, investing and personal finance, trade, business law, bankruptcy, insurance, 
transportation, taxes, communications, labor

English grammar, English dictionaries, linguistics 

Books, dictionaries, and grammars for languages other than English as well as language-learning 
tapes, CDs, videos and DVDs

Mathematics, astronomy, physics, chemistry, biology, animals, computers, medicine, anatomy, 
exercise, cooking, engineering, patents, auto repair

Management, resume books, small-business guides, advertising, accounting, word processing

Fine and applied arts, film studies, photography, music, games, sports, fashion, crafts, ornamental 
gardening, architecture, orchestral scores

Literature and literary criticism, plays and theatre, poetry, biographies of actors and actresses

History, geography, maps, travel guides, genealogy, name books, biographies of historical figures

Materials for children

Fiction has no call number and includes: Mystery (M), Science Fiction (SF), Western (W),  
Short Stories (SS). LT before the call number means Large Type

Languages other than English are indicated by a letter before the call number: Spanish (S),  
Chinese (Ch), Korean (K), etc.

Bestsellers, popular books, entertainment DVDs and videos, music CDs and audio books

Materials selected to support the interests, educational and career needs of teens


